STATEMENT

 BY

THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WINDHOEK

HIS WORSHIP CLLR MUESEE KAZAPUA
AT THE OCCASION OF THE  

SIGNING CEREMONY

OF THE 
JOINT SIGNING CEREMONIES OF THE MEMORANDUMS OF COOPERTION  

BETWEEN

CITY OF WINDHOEK, OSHAKATI, ONGWEDIVA AND ONDANGWA TOWN COUNCILS RESPECTIVELY  

23 AUGUST 2016 

AT 15:00
Director of Ceremonies, 

Hon Klemens Kashuupulwa, Governor of Oshana Region,

Your Worship the Mayors of Oshakati, Ongwediva and Ondangwa: Honourable Katrina Shimbulu, Hon. Angelina Angula and Hon. Paavo Amwele,
The Chief Executive Officers of Oshakati, Ongwediva and Ondangwa Town Councils,

Hon Local and Regional Councillors Present Here,

Hon. Hileni Ulumbu of the City of Windhoek

Officials from both sides,
Community Leaders and Citizens of the Oshana Region,
Distinguished Invited Guests,

Members of the Media,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good afternoon.
I greet you all and thank you for the wonderful reception we have since our arrival in Oshakati, the capital of Oshana Region. I honoured and humbled by the presence of all of you here, as we gathered to reaffirm our commitment to nation building and improvement of the quality of life of all our people. 

I am particularly honoured to officiate and also to bear witness, to the historical signing of the renewed Cooperation Agreements between the City of Windhoek, Oshakati, Ongwediva, and Ondagwa Town Councils. 

I am most gratified to acknowledge the presence of our guest honour Cde. Klemens Kashuupulwa the Governor of the Great Oshana Region, who despite a hectic national schedule found time to grace this memorable occasion with his presence. I am sure that your presence here is not only testimony to your commitment to the development Oshana Region, but equally to the advancement of the wellbeing of all Namibians.
Hon Governor, Your Worship the Mayors, the renewal of the cooperation agreements between our Councils is taking place exactly three days before Namibians commemorate the heroes day on 26 August. This was the day when several decades ago, brave Namibians made the choice to take a leap of faith and join the struggle for the liberation of our beloved country. 

This was a time when our forbearers were forced to make a choice, as to whether to submit to apartheid and colonialism or to fight for our dignity, even if it means paying the ultimate price. 

They fought for a just society, where all citizens enjoy equal opportunities and basic services. The delivery of the basic services is entrusted upon us local authorities, being the level of Government closest to the people. We are the level of Government who on daily basis deal with issues of bread and butter- when it comes to provision of basic services such as; water, sanitation, housing and electricity.

This joint signing ceremony is also taking place at the time when Namibia has declared war on poverty eradication under the framework of Harambee Prosperity Plan, where no Namibian should feel left out. 

With independence, we witnessed unprecedented influx of people to urban areas in search of job opportunities and better life. This has placed pressure on Windhoek as a capital city and hub for economic activities. We therefore belief that by building capacities in other sister local authorities we will not only enhance decentralization, but will also address the influx of people to Windhoek and other major towns.

Equally, the closeness to the people places local authorities at the frontlines of eradicating poverty and enhancing the quality of life of all our people. 

Windhoek as a capital city and the biggest municipality in Namibia has a great national obligation to play, in terms of assisting its sister local authorities, through capacity building initiatives and experience sharing. 
In appreciation of the progress made, we gathered here today to reaffirming the commitment we set ourselves at inception when the cooperation agreements between our respective councils were first formalized. 
We should therefore ensure that this cooperation remains a working partnership, with action plans and practical implementation of projects that can translate into poverty eradication and social wellbeing of our communities.
Let us work together to building a long lasting relationship that promotes sustainable partnerships for the benefit our respective citizens.
In conclusion, allow me to once again on behalf of my delegation to express our gratitude to the warm reception since our arrival in Oshakati and Oshana Region.
Thank you. [image: image1.png]
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